ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A method of marking an article is described. A laser beam is generated. A 
position of a focal point of the laser beam is detected with a CCD detector that is in 
a predetermined position relative to a frame. The detector is then moved out of a 
plane of the focal point. An article is then held by a holder that is in a 
predetermined position relative to the frame, so that a marking surface of the article 
is in the plane. The laser beam is then directed onto the marking surface of the 
article, and the focal point is moved relatively across the marking surface. The 
position of the focal point on the marking surface is based on both the data set and 
reference position. The reference position may, for example, be deducted from 
factory calibration data to obtain modified calibration data, and the modified 
calibration data may be used to control the laser beam. 
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